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V I S I O N 
JULY 2016 

Members, we have lift off!  At last month’s AGM our new board took flight.  Please welcome our new 
directors Tanya Bharda, Rushad Bharda, Percy Dastur, Khushi Doctor, Farshad Engineer and Nelly 
Engineer.  Arnavaz Dhabhar will take on the role of Assistant Treasurer to aid Treasurer Tauzer Dalal.  
Jeroo Madan will be the Assistant Secretary to Secretary Neville Patrawala.  Morvarid Fereidooni is 
the Vice-President and Cyrus Gazdar the President. 

This is the first time in a long while since we have had this many directors on a board.  I am encour-
aged to see this as it tells me that members are keen to get involved and want to contribute to their 
community.  We have a fine representation of youth and experience, priests and accountants.  And 
it’s very beneficial to have a Doctor and a couple of Engineers on board. 

We are coming off the most successful gala in OZCF’s history.  It was indeed a magical and sparkling 
event as we raised $2.24 million in one night alone for the Atashkadeh project.  What a milestone 
evening in OZCF’s nascent but blossoming history!  With the grace of Ahura Mazda, we are on our 
way to eventually erecting a consecrated place of worship for Zoroastrians, the very first of its kind in 
North America, a remarkable achievement within just 15 years of our organization’s existence! 

This stellar evening could not have been possible without the dedication of the Gala Committee who 
had been toiling for months on end.  Thumbs up to all of you for pulling it off.  

Going forward, our mandate will include working with special project committees such as PWAC, 
collaborating with our sub-committees and engaging our youth, the latter of which is of special im-
portance to me as they represent our future. I encourage our members to continue attending our 
events. Check out the events section on the OZCF’s website for full listings. School’s out (woo hoo!) 
and summer holidays are in full swing.  Enjoy the lovely weather and long sunny days with those near 
and dear to you! 

Cyrus Gazdar, President 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Need a Mobed? 

Our Mobeds are available to help in times of need to 
offer their guidance & services to the community. 
Please contact: 

Bamji,  Ervad Xerxes    (905) 702 -1034  

Bulsara,  Ervad F irdosh    (905) 824 -7692  

Dastur,  Ervad Mehbad  (416) 917 -9195  

Dhabar,  Ervad Jamshed   (905) 819 -0089  

Kotwal,  Ervad Nozer    (905) 820 -0461  

Madan, Ervad Xerxes   (416) 254 -0685  

Panthaky,  Ervad Jal  (905) 568 -4946  

Zarol ia,  Ervad Kobad  (647) 887 -9213  

The OZCF prayer room and  facility is  not open regularly. For 
personal requests, you may contact the following: 

Prayer Room 
Access 

Nozer Kotwal 
905-820 0461 
nskotwal1@gmail.com 

Hall Rentals Cyrus Gazdar 
647-294 6462 
cygazdar@yahoo.ca 

ZRCC Coordinator 
Armaity Anan-
dasagar 

905-271 0366 
armaity.a@gmail.com 

OZCF President Cyrus Gazdar 
647-294-6462 
president@ozcf.com 

Webmaster & 
Facilities 

Rumi Jasavala 
647-885-1759 
rumijas@hotmail.com 

   



2 

$2,240,000 RAISED AT THE ATASHKADEH GALA FUNDRAISER 

L to R : Percy Dastur-President  OZCF, Marzi Byramjee—Chair, Fundraising PWAC and Phil Sidhwa—Chair PWAC 

L to R : Ervad Rushad Bharda performing Benediction, Mobedyar Mahshad Khosraviani performing Grace in Persian, Cyrus Gazdar—Master of 

Ceremonies, Rumi Jasavala and Kermin Byramjee-Co Chairs of the Gala Organizing Committee 
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2016 Gala Fundraising Committee - (L to R) Armaity Anandsagar, Jal Panthaky, Meher Panthaky, Roxanne Kharwanwala, Rumi Jasavala, Niloufer Mavalvala (in the 
back) Kermin Byramjee, Niloufer Bhesania (in the back), Roshan Byramjee, Kamal Driver, Khurshid Engineer, Gulrukh Patel, Cawas Patel. Missing form the pic-

ture:  Zeenia Kola, Marook Sidhwa and Dhanna Mistry 
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Friday, June 17, 2016 will go down in history as a major fundraising success for the Ontario Zoroastrian Community 
Foundation (OZCF).  The OZCF is extremely proud and thankful to announce that the evening raised an astonish-
ing $2,240,000.  

The 'Magic & Sparkle' Gala was held at the Oakville Conference Centre to kick off the fundraiser for the building of a con-
secrated Atashkadeh with a consecrated Atash-e-Adaran fire.  Over 400 guests and dignitaries attended the event which 
included audio visual effects, a magical painter, silent and live auctions and entertainment with live band and DJ. 

After seven months of planning, the Gala started with the introduction of the evening’s Master of Ceremonies, Cyrus Gaz-
dar, followed by The National Anthem and Grace led by Mobed Rushad Bharda and Mobedyar Mahshad Khosraviani. 

It was definitely a magical evening as the evening started off with an extremely large donation of $1,000,000.  What a 
wonderful and generous way to set off the fundraising for the Atashkadeh! There was barely enough time for the 
attendees to gather their breaths, when another generous donation of $500,000 came forth.  It was an amazing feeling! 
The place was now rocking and the OZCF Fundraising thermometer displayed on the five large screens was working hard 
to keep up.  The generosity continued with the OZCF’s vision at heart. Another donor came forth with $110,000 and it did 
not stop there. The guests continued with the donations, large and small, which were accompanied with passionate 
speeches and dedications of their philanthropy. 

Our budget of $3,000,000 did not seem like a dream anymore, but more of a reality.  While the fundraising continues, the 
excitement and anticipation of our vision of building an Atashkadeh is that much closer now 

The Place of Worship Advisory Committee has been working diligently over the past five years through stakeholder 
meetings and information dissemination, to bring us closer to realizing the possibility of building a consecrated Atash-
kadeh with a consecrated Atash-e-Adaran fire in North America.  The completion of this project will greatly contribute to 
the survival of our faith.  It will act as a focal point for our religion and our heritage for future generations.  

Our success is a result of the magnificent support, generosity and belief of Ontario Zoroastrians and their families and 
friends towards this cause.   

On behalf of the Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation, we would like to thank everyone that made this a 'Magical 
and Sparkling' night, one to remember in the history of the OZCF forever. 

Please visit the OZCF website at http://www.ozcf.com to see the event's pictures and videos.  

RUMI JASAVALA, Co-Chair - Fundraising Committee 
KERMIN BYRAMJEE, Co-Chair - Fundraising Committee 

THE FIRE WITHIN -  GALA FUNDRAISER   
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RELIGION CLASS GRADUATES OF 2016 

The Religion Classes held their year-end Annual Day function on Sunday, June 5th, 2016.  Family and friends gathered to watch the reli-
gion class students display their religious knowledge.  Topics of the presentations included the Ses, the life of Jerbai Wadia, and teaching 
others about the Zoroastrian religion.  

Trophies were presented to the winners of the Essay and Art Contest held earlier in the year. As well, each participant in the contest 
received a medal in recognition of his or her effort. A delicious lunch was catered by Nancy Patel. The Guest of Honour, ZSO President 
Russi Surti was on hand to present certificates to this year's graduating class.  Congratulations to our graduates Persez Amaria, Zarvaan 
Bacha, Kuroosh Bulsara, Shreeya Chaturvedi, Araash Chothia, Fravash Chothia, Spenta Chothia, Adel Hilloowala,  Hormuz Javat, Danesh 
Patel, Meherangiz Patel, Aban Pithawala and Vahishta Suntoke.  Aban Pithawala was honoured as the outstanding students of the year.   

Registration has begun for the following year.  The Religion Classes provide a unique opportunity for our community’s children not only 
to meet, but also to learn about the Zoroastrian religion and its traditions.  Our goal is to promote an understanding of the religion and 
to foster a sense of Zoroastrian identity among our students.  We hope to see all of our current students and many newcomers in the 
fall.  Please refer to the enrollment form attached to this newsletter for information on registration. 

FOR REGISTRATION AND INFORMATION TO THE 2016-2017 RELIGION CLASSES PLEASE CONTACT  
KERMIN MEHTA AT 416 446 1417 OR KHURSHID ENGINEER AT 905 828 8324 

OZCF BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR 2016 - 2018 

Standing L to R : Neville Patravala, Percy Dastur, Farshad Engineer, Morvarid Fereidooni, Ervad Rushad Bharda, Tanya Bharda, Jeroo Madan, 

Nelly engineer, Arnawaz Dhabar. Sitting L to R: Khushi Doctor, Tauzer Dalal, Kamal Driver and Cyrus Gazdar 



6 

RELIGIOUS EVENTS - JULY TO SEPTEMBER 2016 

If you wish to give the names of your dearly departed for daily prayers please complete the attached form and send it along with 
your donation cheque payable to O.Z.C.F to reach Ervad Nozer Kotwal by August 9th. PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE IT UNTIL THE LAST 
MOMENT. NAMES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED OVER THE TELEPHONE. 

Donation of fruits, dry fruits, flowers, Sukhad, Loban, Tachho, etc. is always welcomed. If you wish to sponsor a meal and/or do-
nate food e.g. Malido, Papri, Bhakhra, Puri, Batasa etc. please contact Armaity Anandasagar at (905) 271-0366 or Kermin Byramjee 
at (905) 845-3480. 

We also require volunteers to thoroughly clean the Agiary before the start of Muktad as well as regular cleaning during the Muk-
tad days. Please contact Ervad Kotwal at (905) 820-0461 if you wish to help.  

Navroze (S) Wednesday August 17th 

Navroze Jashan will be held on Wednesday August 17th at 7:00 pm at Z.R.C.C. 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville, followed by 
Chasni.  

Khordad Sal (S) Monday August 22nd 

Khordad Sal Jashan will be held on Monday August 22nd at 7:00 pm at Z.R.C.C. 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville, followed by 
Chasni.  

Farvardyan (S) Sunday September 4th 

Farvardegan prayers will be held on Sunday September 4th at 11:00 am at Z.R.C.C. 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville, fol-
lowed by Chasni.  

Dasturji Kookadaroo Baj Monday September 5th 

Prayers for Dasturji Kookadaroo Baj will be held on Monday September 5th at Z.R.C.C. 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville. The 
Jashan will commence at 7:00 pm followed by dinner. The cost of attending the Baj & dinner is $5.00 per person; children up to 
the age of 20 years are free. If you plan to attend please give your name to Ervad Nozer Kotwal (905) 820-0461 stating how many 
adults and/or children, veg. or non-veg., will be attending, a.s.a.p. but not later than September 1st.  Donation of fruits, dry fruits, 
flowers, Sukhad, Loban, Tachho, etc. is always welcomed at these prayer meetings. Please also volunteer to clean up after the 
event. 

If you and/or your friends wish to sponsor this Baj & dinner or any other religious event in the future please let Ervad Kotwal 
know. 

Paitishahem Ghambar (F) Friday September 16th 

We will be celebrating Paitishahem Ghambar (F) on Friday September 16th at Z.R.C.C. 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville. The 
Ghambar Jashan will commence at 11:00 am followed by lunch. The cost of attending the Jashan & lunch is $5.00 per person; chil-
dren up to the age of 20 years are free. If you plan to attend please give your name to Ervad Nozer Kotwal (905) 820-0461 stating 
how many adults and/or children, veg. or non-veg., will be attending, a.s.a.p. but not later than September 10th.  Donation of 
fruits, dry fruits, flowers, Sukhad, Loban, Tachho, etc. is always welcomed at these prayer meetings. Please also volunteer to clean 
up after the event. 

If you and/or your friends wish to sponsor this Ghambar or any other religious event in the future please let Ervad Kotwal know.  

SHENSHAI MUKTAD FROM FRIDAY AUGUST 12TH TO TUESDAY AUGUST 16TH 

Shenshai Muktad ceremonies will be held at ZRCC, 1187 Burnhamthorpe Rd. East, Oakville, from Aug 12th to Aug 16th. 

Following is the schedule of Prayers:- 

Fri Aug 12th Sat August 13th & Sun August 14th Mon Aug 15th & Tue Aug 16th 

6:30 am    Morning Stoom & Baj 

7:00 am    Afringan & Farokhshi 

11:30 am  Afternoon Stoom 

7:00 pm    Eve. Stoom & Hum Bundagi 

7:30 am    Morning Stoom & Baj 

8:00 am    Afringan & Farokhshi 

11:30 am  Afternoon Stoom 

7:00 pm    Eve. Stoom & Hum Bundagi 

6:30 am    Morning Stoom & Baj 

 7:00 am   Afringan & Farokhshi 

11:30 am  Afternoon Stoom 

 7:00 pm   Eve. Stoom & Hum Bundagi 
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FORM FOR MUKTAD PRAYERS FORM FOR MUKTAD PRAYERS 

 

Ontario Zoroastrian Community Foundation 

1187 Burnhamthorpe Road East 

Oakville, Ontario L6H 7B3 

 

 

Kindly include the following names in the daily prayers during the forthcoming Muktad Ceremonies: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enclosed please find my cheque payable to O.Z.C.F. for $ ________________ , to defray costs. 

 

___________________________________               ________________________________________  

Name         Telephone # 

**Names of the deceased are recited together with their father/husband's name. 

E = Ervad; O = Osta; Oi = Osti; B = Behdin;  K = Khurd (child whose navjote was not performed). 

 
Please complete the form in Block Letters, ensuring the proper status (i.e.. E. O. Oi. B. K.) is circled, and 

forward it to the abovementioned address. 

Name of the Deceased  Name of his/her Father/Husband** 

1. E  O   Oi    B  K  ______________________ E    O    B ______________________ 

2. E  O   Oi    B  K  ______________________ E    O    B ______________________ 

3. E  O   Oi    B  K  ______________________ E    O    B ______________________ 

4. E  O   Oi    B  K  ______________________ E    O    B ______________________ 

5. E  O   Oi    B  K  ______________________ E    O    B ______________________ 

6. E  O   Oi    B  K  ______________________ E    O    B ______________________ 

Please detach and fill out , attach payment and mail names  
of departed family members you wish to be included in prayers. 

 



Applications are invited for the following FEZANA ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS (in alphabetical order) 

 BANOOBAI AND MANECKSHAW KAPADIA ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIP 

 DOWLET MINOCHER VESUNA/WZO Canada Endowed Scholarship for Acad. excellence & proven financial need to undergraduate student. 

 FEZANA 25th ANNIVERSARY ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIP 

 FEZANA ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS FOR UNDERGRADUATE AND POSTGRADUATE STUDIES (SIX SCHOLARSHIPS) 

 MEHRABAN AND MORVORID KHERADI ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIP – THE FEZANA SCHOLAR 

 Dr. MINOCHER RUSTOM VESUNA/WZO Canada Endowed Scholarship for academic excellence & proven financial need to a graduate student. 

 MORVARID GUIV ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIPS (TWO SCHOLARSHIPS) 

 PURVEZ AND ABAN RUSTOMJI ENDOWMENT SCHOLARSHIP 

All scholarships are open to Zarathushti applicants who have obtained admission for attendance at institutions of higher learning (accredited 
degree-granting colleges or universities) in USA or Canada. 

Scholarships for the academic year 2016-2017 will be awarded in September 2016. 

To Apply online and for more information go to https://fezana.org/scholarships/academic/   

FEZANA ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS FOR 2016-2017 ARE NOW OPEN 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD  - This July Newsletter carries information that is being published at the request of the North American Mobeds Council (NAMC) 
that gives Guidelines for “Ashodad” or “Kadr-Dani” for personal religious services provided by Mobeds in North America. If you have any queries or comments 
with respect to these guidelines, you are requested to contact NAMC representatives directly.  

THE   NORTH   AMERICAN   MOBEDS  COUNCIL 
C/O   Mehraban   Guiv   Dare   Mehr   Zoroastrian   Temple 

3590, Bayview Avenue, Willowdale, Ontario M2M 3S6, CANADA 

Corresponding address: Kobad Zarolia 1304 Whitewater Lane Mississauga Ontario L5V 1L8 Canada 

Aug 7th 2015 

To: 

Presidents 

Zoroastrian Associations of North America 

Dear Sir / Madam: 

In response to requests from several North American Zoroastrian Associations, we provide guidelines for “Ashodad” or “Kadr-Dani” for performance of 
religious services provided by Mobeds in North America. 

Following extensive consultations, NAMC has developed these guidelines for the benefit of the families requesting religious services as well as the 
Mobeds; and with a view to ensure that the North American communities continue benefiting from the religious ceremonies, education and counsel 
provided by the next generation of Mobeds while being fairly compensated for their services.   

We intend these to be guidelines and we emphasize that a family’s financial ability should be given utmost importance. We believe that no family 
should be discouraged from availing services of a Mobed for financial restraints. We also acknowledge that, where appropriate, geographical and logis-
tical variations should be given their due consideration. 

We encourage your association to publicize these guidelines in your communications for the benefit of your members. 

Sincerely, 

Kobad Zarolia, President, NAMC  

Ash--odad / Kadr-Dani guidelines by North American Mobeds Council (NAMC) 

In response to requests from several North American Zoroastrian Associations, NAMC provides the following guidelines for “Ashodad” or “Kadr
-Dani” for performance of religious services provided by Mobeds invited by the family: 

Weddings / Gavah / Navjote / Sudreh –Pushi:  $ 500 per Mobed per ceremony 

Jashan / Jashan–Khani / Afargan /Seeom/ Saal:  $ 250 per Mobed per ceremony 

Funeral Ceremonies:            

      Geh Saarnu, , Sarosh nu Patru,   $250 per Mobed per ceremony 

      Day Uthamnu, Night Uthamnu, Chaharom.      
      Sareh Khak, Poresh                 $ 500 per Mobed  per ceremony 

Travel and accommodation (in addition to above amounts): Pre-paid Air ticket and / or mileage as appropriate. Overnight accommodation as 
appropriate. 

Use of Association facilities and supplies as per Association regulations. This list is intended to be a guide and is not mandatory. Consideration 
should be given to geographical and logistical variations through North America and financial ability of the family requesting these prayers. 

These guidelines are subject to change. Issued: May 2015  
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C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S  O N  B I R T H  

Baby Dylan born on May 5, 2016 to proud parents Rukhshana 
(Bharucha)and Kamal Belliappa, grand parents Yazdi & Guloo 
Bharucha and Deepak and Lekha Belliappa 

Miles William Eriksen, son to Farishteh and Jamie Eriksen and 
grandson to Meher and Jal Panthaky and Nancy Newman and Ralph 
Eriksen was born on June 15th.  

Congratulations to Abtin and Atoosa Zohrabi on the birth of their 
daughter Aveesa born on April 30th. Congratulations to the Zohrabi 

and Javanmardian family. 

Baby boy Finnegan Dastoor, born on the 13th of June to proud 
parents Tineke Keesmaat and Neville Dastoor.  Proud grandparents 
are Sarosh & Noshir Dastoor and Patricia & Ike 
Keesmaat.  Congratulations  to the families. 

Zain, a boy, to Natasha (Bhesania) and Bashir Versi, grandson to 
Sanober and Kersi Bhesania (Toronto) and Farida and Moh Versi on 
May 9th 2016. 

O B I T U A R I E S   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Dolat Ashkesh (Parsi), mother of Parichehr Fereidooni, Bahram, 
Fariborz and Farhad Parsi. Dolat passed away peacefully on April 
25th, 2016. 
After a long and courageous battle with Parkinson's Disease, Minoo 
Dorabji Kanga passed away at the age of 75, peacefully at his home 
in Mumbai on April 29, 2016.  Minoo will always be loved and 
remembered by his wife Dogdo, his children Darayus and Anaita, his 
grandchildren Zara and Cyrus (Darayus and Jasmine Kanga), Natasha 
and Desmond (Anaita and Gordon McIntyre), and his brother 
Dinshaw and his wife Armaity and their family. 

Kersi Master, Husband of Mani, Father of Zubin and Brother-in-law 
of Khorshed Patel. 
Mehroo Printer, wife of Late Keki Printer and mother of Kashmira 
John Callahan and Behroze Dinyar Panthakee and grandmother and 
great grand-mother to several children. 
Mrs. Khorshed Khambatta, beloved mother of Zeena Bhathena, 
mother-in-law of Rushad Bhathena, grandmother of Karl and 
Kareena Bhathena, in Mumbai on Thursday, June 30, 2016 

 

FIRE SIDE CHAT 

The next Fire Side Chat will be held on Saturday 
July 16th, 2016 @4:00 pm at the residence of 
Gulrukh and Cawas Patel. The main topic for dis-
cussion will be "Brief History of the Avesta and 
the Gathas". 

We will also try to cover some of the topics sug-
gested by the groups at the earlier Chats. 

Those wishing to attend please contact Gulrukh 
Patel at 905-542-0237, or email at  
gulrukh.patel@gmail.com Garden Tea Party For tickets please contact Gulrukh Patel at  

905-542-0237 or gulrukh.patel@gmail.com 

FOR SALE 

 
2 Steel Godrej Cupboards. Both cupboards with 
safe -Cost $1,000 each OR BEST OFFER     
One with -2 doors, with full mirror: 78" high x 
40" wide x 24" deep. 
One with -single door: 67" high x 29" wide x 
22.5" deep. 
 
Please call Roshan 647-238-6587 

CALLING ALL STUDENTS!  

The OZCF is looking for young contribu-
tors to assist in the publication of this 
newsletter. Engage with your community 
and gain volunteer hours at the same 
time!  

We’re looking for young writers, photog-
raphers and graphic designers. Interest-
ed in learning more?  
Email us at newsletter@ozcf.com  

LIFE IS SHORT 

Life is short 

So is the  

Season of Summer 

Let's live in  

Peace & Harmony  

With one another. 

- Farida 

mailto:gulrukh.patel@gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@ozcf.com
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For further information please contact Nilufer Mama at 416-962-2200 Ext. 4227 
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Healthy Touch 

Massage Therapy 

Anto Lukenda, RMT 

Treating the Mississauga community for over 15 
years. Expertise in deep tissue work, chronic 

problems from muscular injuries, trigger point 
therapy, and sports and relaxation massage. 

2000 Credit Valley Rd. #109  
Mississauga, Ont. L5M 4N4 
 tolukenda@hotmail.com 

 (905) 569-6800 

www.myhealthytouch.com 
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CALLING ALL STUDENTS!  
Searching for youth with a passion for planning! The OZCF needs young volunteers for its  Youth Committee. We’re looking for 
enthusiastic young people interested in helping to organize events that would attract their peers. Know someone who would be 
interested? Email us at newsletter@ozcf.com 


